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FOREWORD






With a joyful heart I wish to present, with these few lines, the
laborious work Brother Carlo Muratori — fra Carletto for friends and scouts
— entitled “A Bibliographical Catalogue of Robert Baden-Powell”. This title
is followed by an explanatory but at the same time demanding sentence:
“Complete bibliographic catalogue of the works in English”. Of course, if
the author did not manage to collect all the material written by the British
General, he came very close to it!

I am also glad because I saw this work born, and since then I have
followed its progress — albeit from a distance. Every book that comes to life
is always to be greeted with satisfaction and good wishes, especially as its
gestation is long and accurate. This book started off with a work that began
many years ago, when its author was preparing his dissertation at the Vatican
School of Librarianship. It is there where I first learned about it. I followed
its growth and development, until it became the important work that comes
to life today.

Robert Smith Stephenson Baden-Powell, Lord of Gilwell (or B.-P.
for many scouts) was, as is known, the founder of the Scout Movement,
which took shape following the publication of a book, entitled Scouting for
Boys, initially published in January 1908 in six issues, on a fortnightly basis,
and then combined in a single volume in the following May. The immediate
success it received continues today with several translations and re-editions.
It is truly amazing to count the innumerable editions and reprints that this
book has had — the author of this catalogue counts 130 — not only during
B.-P.’s life but also after his death. The subtitle of the catalogue explicitly
states that only the editions in English are taken into considerations, but we
know that Scouting for Boys has been translated in almost every language,
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becoming a real bestseller — the fourth most sold book in the world over the
course of the twentieth century. It ranked just behind works of the calibre of
the Bible and the Quran, and even second for books published in English.

If we focus only on the Italian dimension, we can easily see that even
in Italy the success of Scouting for Boys has been remarkable. Thousands of
copies have been available to scout leaders and young scouts, to get to know
the original thought of the founder: from the first “authorised” translation
by Mario di Carpegna (the first A.S.C.I. scout leader) in 1920, which was
entitled “L'esplorazione per giovani” and re-edited in 1924; to the Salani
editions of 1946, when scouting activities resumed after their suppression
decreed by the fascist regime; to the numerous editions translated by Fausto
Catani and published by Ancora and then Fiordaliso, edited by Mario Sica;
up to the 2018 translation by Attilio Greco of the last English edition revised
by B.-P., edited by the “Centro Studi ed Esperienze Baden-Powell” — Italian
Center for the study of Scout Movement.

Let us come back to us. With perseverance, truly Franciscan, Brother
Carlo tracked down and personally analysed almost all the editions, reprints,
and facsimile editions of Scouting for Boys, and of other writings of the
founder of the Scout Movement, personally collecting a remarkable number.
It is a truly bibliographic collection, now generously deposited in the library
of the A.G.E.S.C.I. (Association of Italian Catholic Guides and Scouts)

headquarters, where it can be easily consulted.

As is known, B.-P., before founding the Scout Movement and in
a previous life — as he himself wittily said —, was a brilliant officer in the
army of His Britannic Majesty. He quickly climbed all the steps of the
military hierarchy, becoming the youngest General. At the same times, he
was a brilliant writer, as we can see by skimming through the first pages of
this catalogue. In fact, between 1884 and 1908, B.-P. published a number
of works mainly devoted to military education and to observation and
exploration techniques. As almost a premonition, his first work, an 1884
manual for military education, is entitled Reconnaissance and Scouting.

Baden-Powell was not only a prolific writer, but also an expert
illustrator, to the point that very soon the words “Illustrated by the Author”
appeared alongside the title of his works — a clear indication that the public
also appreciated the undeniable graphic skills of the young British officer.
Since his very first service in India, he had begun to collaborate with the
London weekly newspaper The Graphic, adding sketches and drawings next
to his writings. The collaboration with the newspaper continued when he
was sent to Africa. From here, during the Anglo-Boer war, he sent periodic
reports, which contributed to his fame — he became almost a hero — after the
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end of the victorious siege of Mafeking.

Brother Carlo Muratori conveniently excluded from his catalogue
the vast number of periodical publications, where the writings of the founder
of the Scout Movement are also preserved with equal breadth. But this is
different story, awaiting to be written by another eager scholar.

The catalogue, consisting of more than nine hundred bibliographic
citations (937, to be precise), is divided into seven chapters that cover the
universe of publications by or relating to Baden-Powell. The first chapter
is titled “Books” and lists all the works written by B.-P., the re-editions,
reprints, facsimile edition, and so on. The second chapter, “Pamphlet”, lists
the pamphlets, booklets, and files that contain writings. The third chapter,
“Sheet of Paper / Sheet of Dissemination” enumerates the several propaganda
and information leaflets written by B.-P.. The fourth chapter, “Collections of
articles, citations, or writings”, presents a long list of collections or selections
from his various articles, citations, or writings. The fifth chapter, “Books
containing writings by Baden-Powell - 7, lists the books which contain
substantial parts or entire chapters written by B.-P.. Finally, the last chapter,
“Preface to Books”, features a list of volumes, written by third parties, whose
preface or foreword is written by B.-P.. Only by considering the difficulties
and time needed to identify — I would say discover — third-party books
containing writings or prefaces by B.-P., can one evaluate the importance
that this catalogue can have for scientific studies on the founder of the Scout
Movement and his work.

In each chapter the indication of the work is provided with the
name of the author, the title of the work, with any subrtitle, the name of the
publisher, the place and year of edition, followed by an abbreviation, which
indicates where the place the volume is kept, or by a graphic sign [*] which
refers to a reference catalogue.

In my opinion, we are faced not only with an excellently-written
bibliographic catalogue of an author, but also — to read it carefully — with a
work that can help understand moments in the life of that author, the society
where he lived, and the very birth of the Scout Movement. Furthermore,
although limited to the English editions, by going through these pages it is
possible to see how B.-P.’s writings — particularly those relating to the Scout
Movement — have spread around the world.

To carry out this work, containing more than nine hundred
bibliographic citations, the author had to analysed dozens and dozens of
library and publisher catalogues, bibliographic lists, references, and so on,
while being careful to avoid false, homonymous, and anonymous documents.
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All these searches undoubtedly required a lot of time and perseverance. The
result is certainly admirable: any study and research about Baden-Powell
cannot ignore the consultation of this catalogue.

Thank you, fra Carletto!

Professor Giovanni Morello



INTRODUCTION






Baden-Powell as a writer

Baden-Powell was a very prolific writer. From his Reconnaissance
and Scouting (1884), a military handbook by a 27-years old captain, to More
Sketches of Kenya (1940), the last African tales by a old man in his early
eighties, his deft, versatile pen churned out no less than 34 books, some 20
booklets and brochures, and countless articles and minor writings.

His style is straightforward and flowing, and his pages have the
freshness of the acute remarks with which they are interwoven. Most of his
writings reflect his spirit of observation, dynamism, sense of humour, and
optimism. It is only natural that such a vast literary production has a very
uneven value. Part of it has today only a historical relevance. In 1933, when
he had become worldwide famous, he was prevailed upon by his publishers
to write his autobiography, “Lessons from the ‘Varsity of Life”.

Despite his considerable achievements, the Founder of Scouting
refused to be put on a pedestal. Like most of his books, this story of his own
life is written in a light-hearted, occasionally flippant tone. He always saw life
as a game, to be played with scrupulous fairness, and the world as a playing
field. It was a game to be played seriously, yet he kept an ironic view of those
who take life too seriously, especially in the pursuit of money or career.

He held that life was a God-given gift, and at its end, when shadows
lengthen and the “evening comes”, in looking back one should be able to say
that one had done one’s best, and that one’s life had been at least partly spent
in making others happy. A few remarks about his style. His writings were
directed to very different readerships: military authorities and experts in the
first stages of his life, then sportsmen, boys, children, Scout leaders, young
men, and the general public.
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Of course his style adjusts to all these audiences, but it remains
faithful to the clarity, straightforwardness and simplicity mentioned
above. This explains why several of his military books, written for military
reconnaissance and scout training in his African years, were also widely read

by boys.

In particular, Baden-Powell’s style remains vigorous and
concise. His  sentences contain no unnecessary words, a paragraph no
unnecessary sentences. This does not necessarily make him keep all sentences
short, or avoid all details and treat subjects only in outline, but everyone of
his words tells.

Contrary to academic (chiefly American) usage, he generally prefers
Anglo-Saxon words (shorter) to Latin-derived words (longer), and the words
he uses rarely exceed 7-8 letters.

Then his drawings and sketches. Here one can listen to what Baden-
Powell himself had to say:

“I like trying to draw. With me drawing a picture is quite an exciting
adventure, for I never know how it is going to turn out. I never learned to
draw at school because it was an "extra" and could not be afforded, but I tried
to teach myself by studying and copying pictures by artists and noting how
they got their effects. (...)

Sketching has the further advantage, in these days of ever-increasing
hurry, noise, and materialism, of taking one away out from the roar and bustle
of the busy haunts of men to the quiet atmosphere of nature, and steeping
one in the beauties and wonders that God has set out for our enjoyment”.

Here Baden-Powell is perhaps too modest. Far from “trying to
draw”, he had a special knack for rendering an idea or a feeling by means of a
drawing. See for instance the way he depicts the connection between his “two

lives” (the General and the Chief Scout):
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two very different lives indeed, but linked by the concept of scouting. In
another drawing, he illustrates the idea of co-operation, a very valuable
concept in both of his lives.

No doubt on the basis of his Indian experiences, he presents two
elephant co-operating in carrying a huge log that would probably be too
much for each of them separately.

Mario Sica
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Sir Robert Stephenson Smyth Baden-Powell,

O.M., G.C.M.G,, G.C.V.O,, K.C.B,,
F.R.G.S.,, LL.D

Lord Baden-Powell of Gilwell,

1** Baron Baden-Powell.

At the beginning of this Bibliographic Catalogue, it is necessary to explain, for
a complete bibliographic search, the various acronyms that appear in the author’s
books.  These acronyms, which are djfficult to understand for those who are not
English, derive from his military career and from the English honors obtained.

- Born

- Died

1869

1876

1878

1883

1890

1892

22 February 1857
at no. 6 of Stanhope Street, Padddington, 1London.

8 January 1941

at Nyeri - Kenya (aged §3)

- 21 Settembre Henrietta Powell change the Family name:
from Powell to Baden-Powell (igally changed by Royal Licence on 30 Aprit 1902)

Sub-lieutenant  (13th Hussars) (11 September)

Lieutenant (retroactively granted the rank of lieutenant from the same date on
17 September 1878)

Captain (13th Hussars) (16 May)
Brevers  Major

Major (1 juh)
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1896

1897

1897

1899

1900

1901

1903

1907

1909

1910

1922

1923

1927

22

Brevet *  Lieutenant Colonel (131 Hussars) (25 March)
Lieutenant Colonel (25 Apri)

Brevet ¥ Colonel  (5th Dragoon Guards) (8 May)
F.R.G.S. Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society
Major General (23 May)

C.B.
Companion, Order of the Bath

Inspector General Cavalry

Liutenant General (10 june)

K.C.V.O.

Knight Commander of the 1 ictorian Order (3 October)
K.C.B.

Knight Commander of the Order of the Bath (12 October)

LL.D.
Honorary Doctorates in Law — University of the Edinburgh
Honorari Colones 13 Hussars

Baronetcy (Bart. or Bt.)
Appointed Baronet on 4 December 1922, (dated 21 February 1923)

G.C.V.O.
Knight Grand Cross of the Victorian Order (1 Jannary)

G.CM.G.
Knight Grand Cross of Order of St. Michael and St. George (3 June)



1929 Lord Baden-Powell of Gilwell
1¥ Baron of Baden-Powell (17 September)

1937 O.M.
Order of  Merit (12 May)

* Brevet

form of military commission formerly used in the British armies. Under the system
in which an officer was customarily promoted within his regiment or corps, a brevet
conferred upon him a rank in the army at large higher than that held in his corps.
Frequently it carried with it the pay, right to command, and uniform of the higher
grade.
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